Nutt.) as a range forage plant for livestock and game animals has been known for many years (Wilson, 1928) . Despite its wide distribution, strong seedling vigor, abundant seed production, and the knowledge available on its culture and management for forage (Dayton, 193 1; Judd, 1962; Plummer, Monsen and Christensen, 1966; Wilson, 1928) little use has been made of this plant in the range reseeding programs of Federal and State agencies and private individuals.
An important reason is the lack of adequate quantities of high-quality seed. Most seed used in experimental work and in the limited range plantings have been harvested by hand stripping wild plants. Only recently have concerted efforts been made to develop machines to aid in harvesting and these, too, are for use on wild stands (Plummer et al., 1966) .
The Bridger, Montana SCS Plant Materials Center has developed cultural and management methods for harvesting fourwing saltbush seed, using standard farming practices and commercially available farm machinery.
The methods were developed using the low-growing northern desert shrub type as described by Judd (1962) and Plummer et al., (1966) . The principles described here should also apply to the taller forms found in the southern regions of the West.
Culture and Management
Tourwing saltbush can be seeded as a farm crop with no difficulty in establishing adequate stands for seed production.
Row spacings of 28 to 36 inches are recommended to allow for tractor cultivation and furrow irrigation.
Seeding is done with cotton planters or bean and beet planters. Seeding should be done during late winter or early spring to meet the cool temperature requirements for germination of the seed (Plummer et al., 1966; Wilson, 1928) . The seed should be placed between 0.5 and 1 inch deep (Plummer et al., 1966; Springfield and Bell, 1967 arise the second year ( Fig. la and lb) .
The lower lateral branches may be decumbent for half their length.
A cutting height of 2 to 4 inches above ground level established during harvest operations will leave these lower laterals intact for 6 to 10 inches.
During the third year erect branches arise from the decumbent second-year laterals as well as the original crown (Fig. lc) The harvesting procedures described above were used on this seed production field. The use potential of this range forage plant has been described (Dayton, 193 1; Judd, 1962; Plummer et al., 1966; Wilson, 1928 
